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Shlomit Lehavi, “The Easy Thing is the Right Thing,” Tova Osman gallery, Tel Aviv
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“The Easy Thing is the Right Thing”, thus calls Shlomit Lehavi to her first solo
exhibition, but for the sake of truth, she says, the easy thing is also the difficult
one. A lot of white in the works of art hung on the walls of Tova Osman’s art
Gallery in Tel Aviv, creation that have gone through a long process of search.
The main occupation with the works is with colors, where the ultimate result is
white, underneath of which are layers of different colors.
Shlomit worked on her painting in New York during a whole year. She began to
paint colorful one figure or two. More often than not it was her own image, in
contour lines only, where the emphasize is in the colorfulness of the canvas. In a
calculated process she started to peel off color layers, to clean the painting and
leave the idea implied from within the picture. Later in the process some
canvases were left totally exposed without any color or treatment. The white that
appears on the canvas emphasizes the bold and thick strength of the material.
The use of many layers of colors caused the paintings to be very heavy in
weight. Maybe it contributes in this way, to the importance of the white. This is
not an empty white, but white with meaning and content and it has to be
reckoned with.
Almost thirty years old, with artistic background from childhood. The love of art
she owes to Arieh Aroch, her grandmother’s brother, who gave her true knowhow in painting from her early childhood. Various painting classes led her to
continue, she studied designing of scenery at the Tel Aviv university, but
withdrew after a short time and went to study at “Meimad.”
During 1990 she assisted Buki Schwatrz in preparing the catalogue for his
exhibition at the Ramt Gan museum for Israeli Art.
In her works currently exhibited, she joins a line of artists in history who have
treated white in various ways. James Whistler painted in 1862 the “Symphony in
White, No. 1.” Another famous white is ”White on White” by Kasimir Malevich,
expressing the search for a new and pure world, a search after Malevich gave up
painting.
Shlomit Lehavi has only started to paint in white and she does not see it as the
end of the road, She feels that there is still a lot to explore within the white.

